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As one of the heavyweight writers of Chinese contemporary literary, since her 
beginning of writing, Wang Anyi has fertile creativity, and keeps pace with the times. 
The present paper will focus on Wang’s novels (especially those full-length novels) 
written after 2000; based on the intensive reading of texts, this paper will analyze the 
expressions of time, space and gender in Wang Anyi’s works in new century, and 
reveal Wang’s reflection on the development of Chinese Modernity and Wang’s 
criticism of reality. 
The whole paper begins with introduction, ends with epilogue, and the main 
body includes three parts: 
In the introduction, the author at first summarizes Wang Anyi’s biography and 
her writings before 2000; then a research preview is followed to indicate the 
researching methods, thoughts and the probable creations of this paper, so that the 
values and meanings of this thesis is stated clearly.    
Chapter One mainly discusses Wang Anyi’s feeling of time in the novels written 
after 2000, which is typically embodied in the re-writing of the past. Because Wang 
Anyi is a writer who talks with the times through her works, her novels always keep 
up with the times, although they do not look like so. In the first section, a summary on 
cultural context of the new century is presented, and from the second section the 
re-writing of the past in Wang Anyi’s novels is generated and explained with 
examples, including Fu Ping and The Times of Enlightenment. With the details, we 
can clearly realize that the re-writing of the past in Wang Anyi’s novels after 2000 is a 
kind of “critical reminiscence” or “a reminiscential criticism”, but not “a stylish 
reminiscence”. 
In Chapter Two, the author expresses Wang’s focus on space, starting with the 
origin of spatial anxiety and then analyzing the text. Among the examples, Growing 
















disappearance of hometown space; Ambitious People Everywhere calls for man’s 
ration through the movement of space, while The Beautiful Moonlight expresses 
Wang’s worry for the nothingness value in contemporary society. 
In Chapter Three, the author discusses how the women in Wang’s new century 
novels participate in the narration of modern self-examination. This chapter is parted 
into three sections. The first tow sections focus on the theoretical background, and 
specially discuss the theme of gender, which is designed but not fully explained in 
Chapter One and Two. For one thing, from the beginning of western modernity, male 
controls the main stream of culture and regards nature and female as symbols of 
non-human, which should be controlled and utilized by male. Meanwhile the nature 
and human’s existence of naturality are also considered  as the opposite side of 
human’s ration, and are criticized by patriarchal system as a factor blocking the 
development of modernity. This is a kind of naturalization of female or a feminization 
of nature. For another with the crisis of modern civilization centering on ration and 
science, the views of naturalization of female and the feminization of nature are 
classed  as a kind of self-examination of modernity, and in her new novels after 2000, 
Wang Anyi positively uses this method to examine the modernity of gender. In the 
first two sections of Chapter Three, the author analyses the modern self-examination 
of natural female in Wang’s new century novels and discusses the construction of the 
meanings of beauty in female daily life: these provide modern subjective ration with a 
valuable reference for self-examination. The third section of Chapter Three deeply 
analyses Tian Xiang in which Wang Anyi examines modernity from several aspects. 
Moreover the powerful utterance of female embodied in the anxiety for modernity in 
Tian Xiang indicates a new hight of Wang Anyi’s writing about female.  
 
Key Words: anxiety about time/ critical reminiscence; anxiety about space; 


















绪论 .............................................................................................................................. 1 
第一章 时间的焦虑：昨日重现与当下反思 ............................................... 14 
第一节 新世纪文化语境 ................................................................................... 14 
第二节 新世纪王安忆对过去的再书写 ........................................................... 19 
第三节 《富萍》：劳动的诗意与人性的质朴 ................................................. 22 
第四节 《启蒙时代》：“重返精神之塔” ......................................................... 27 
第五节 批判性的怀旧和怀旧式的批判 ........................................................... 36 
第二章 空间的焦虑：乡土回望与价值寻唤 ............................................... 39 
第一节 空间焦虑的缘起 ................................................................................... 39 
第二节 《上种红菱下种藕》：扫描都市神话的前世今生 ............................. 42 
第三节 《遍地枭雄》：空间位移中的价值寻唤 ............................................. 47 
第四节 《月色撩人》：破碎的空间 虚无的价值 ........................................... 51 
第三章  性别视角下的现代性忧思 ............................................................... 60 
第一节 “自然女性”的“反现代性”承担 ........................................................... 61 
第二节 女性日常生活的审美重建 ................................................................... 65 
第三节 《天香》：性别视角下的闺阁传奇 ..................................................... 70 
结语 ............................................................................................................................ 82 
参考文献 ................................................................................................................... 86 
































Chapter 1  The Anxiety about Time: the Recurrence of the Past and  
           the Examination of the Present……………...............………14 
Section 1  The Cultural Context in the New Century………………...……14 
Section 2  The Recurrence of the Past in Wang Anyi's Novels after 2000...19 
Section 3  Fu Ping: the Art of Labor and the Modesty of Personality.…....22 
Section 4  The Times of Enlightenment: Return to the Pagoda of Spirit…27 
Section 5  A Critical Reminiscence and a Reminiscential Criticism…........36 
Chapter 2  The Anxiety about Space: Looking Back to the  
Hometown and Calling for the Values……………..……39 
Section 1  The Origin of Spatial Anxiety………………………………...….39 
Section 2  Growing Water Chestnuts above Lotus Roots: Portraying the  
History of Urban Myths………………………………………….42 
Section 3  Ambitious People Everywhere: Calling for Values Through the  
Movement of Space………………………………………………47 
Section 4  The Beautiful Moonlight: the Cracked Space and the  
Nothingness Value………………………………………………..51 
Chapter 3  The Anxiety about Modernity from the Point of View of  
Female……………………………………………………………..60 
Section 1  Female's Opposition of Modernity………………………………61 
Section 2  The Rebuilt of Beauty About Female's Daily Life……………...65 

















































































































Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
